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Co-Presidents’ Corner: 
Bonnie’s Blog  
Hello Weavers and Spinners. 

I’m excited to see our snowbirds start filtering back to the Guild. We’ve 
missed you all! We did manage to keep busy and amuse ourselves 
this summer. We had a wonderful summer weaving program. I took 
part in as many programs as I could: coiled baskets, dreamcatchers, 
hoop weaving, scarf dyeing, to name a few. We had good attendance 
and lots of fun.  

I did a lot of weaving at the Guild this summer. I tried out the Baby Wolf loom donated 
by Mary Dehlinger. It works like a dream for scarves and shawls, dish towels, and table 
runners. Tie ups on this little floor loom are so easy. Our two other Baby Wolfs are in 
good working condition also. Try one out if you haven’t yet. 

I also wove three blanket/throws on the Pendleton loom that was donated to the Guild. 
Terri Reeves and her husband drove all the way over to Ahwatukee to pick up this loom 
for us. This is a nice size 4-shaft loom with a maximum weaving width of about 40”. It 
works well. Has a few little quirks as do most of the looms, but a nice loom for a wider 
project.  

Our upcoming studio remodeling project has been a big item for discussion this 
summer. Please thank Terri Reeves and the other Space Utilization Committee 
members for all of their hard work coordinating with Rec Center Project Manager, Karl 
Wilhelm, to get a great plan in the works for our remodel. Stay tuned for how you can 
help when we get down to packing up for the project. 



There are a couple of events coming up for fiber enthusiasts you may be interested in: 

Fiber Arts 2019 Show and Sale sponsored by Tucson Handweavers and Spinners 
Guild 
Saturday, October 26, 12 noon to 6 p.m. 
Dunbar Pavilion, 325 West 2nd Street, Tucson, AZ 
https://www.vtat-tucson.org/2018/08/15/fiber-arts-2019-show-sale-october-2019/ 

Arizona Fiber Arts Retreat 
January 15-18, 2020 
Prescott Resort & Conference Center 
https://www.arizonafiberartsretreat.com/ 
You can also check them out on Facebook 

Also, check out Cones and Needles Retreat House website at 
www.conesandneedles.com  
Just an idea for possible classes/retreats in the future. I received the following info from 
the facility just recently:  

“Cones and Needles Retreat House has available weekends in September and October 
for self-hosted Quilt or Craft retreats.  Experience fall in Arizona’s White Mountains and 
get those Christmas gifts finished! Call or text Lalita Kuhn at 520-907-3989.” 

Hope to see many of you soon. Happy spinning and weaving! 

Bonnie Benson, Co-President  

!   Terri’s Talk 
Summer is winding down and here in SCW the "sun-birds" are looking forward to our 
fellow "snow-bird" weavers returning to join us for another season of weaving.  
This summer we had a lot of fun with some great weaving projects that Jean and Gloria 
put together for us. They will present a review of those projects at our October 4 general 
membership meeting. 

A whole lot of weaving also happened in the studios this summer. I  lost count of how 
many projects and how many different looms Bonnie worked on. I hope you get a 

https://www.vtat-tucson.org/2018/08/15/fiber-arts-2019-show-sale-october-2019/
https://www.arizonafiberartsretreat.com/
http://www.conesandneedles.com


chance to see some of her awesome projects. Then there was Vickie Regnart and her 
projects. Ask her how many times she took a warp off of a loom and started over. Her 
persistence paid off as she also had some great finished projects. Mary Jones spent 
some time trying out some different fibers. I think she learned a bit about how many 
times you have to wash Ramie to get it soft, or not so soft. Her weaving, as usual, is 
always technically great. And I was most fascinated to watch Gloria weaving a rug for 
her grandson’s outdoor wedding. She had such a complete, intense process for her 
planning, her color sampling and then the actual weaving of the rug. It was inspiring and 
I can't wait to see wedding photos of the bride and groom standing on the rug during 
their ceremony.  

And I am happy to say I got on 2 looms that I hadn't touched in years. I had a project on 
the Dobby that I really enjoyed, a shawl for me that I wore to a family wedding in Santa 
Fe in August. Then I moved to an 8-shaft floor loom for my second project, a scarf for 
my 88 year old mother-in-law. Both of these looms challenged me and made me 
appreciate this craft so much more. I think I had been in a bit of a slump of weaving but 
these projects really inspired me. I worked with Tencel for one shawl and bamboo for 

the other scarf. Even with a few broken warp threads these fibers 
both drape so wonderfully and I am happy with my projects. I tried 
a new fringe finish on the 2 pieces and almost perfected the art of 
tying knots with fine fibers.I tied a total of 880 knots and yes, I felt 
compelled to count and record them on my project sheets. Every 
weaver at the studio this summer was encouraging, helpful and 
really inspired me and made me a better weaver. I encourage any 
of you to come back and try a loom you may not have used before. 
I hope you love it as much as I did.  
 
There will be a lot going on this fall and there will be a lot of 
discussion on the upcoming Kuentz Construction project. Lots to 
decide and then lots to do. If you are in town for 
the October 4th meeting, be sure and attend as we will have a 
member of the Rec Center Staff talk to us and answer questions 
about our project. Hope to see you there.  

Happy Weaving!  

Terri Reeves  



Summer Events 
by Diane Stern 

In July, I published a brief newsletter which featured some of the summer workshops 
that were planned by Jean Sinchak and Gloria Jacobs:  coiled baskets, beaded leno 
lace, dream catchers and large hoops. Hopefully, you were inspired to attend some of 
the other fun events at the guild: working with vegetables, scarf dying and macrame, 
and of course, the ice cream social. For a full report, be sure to come to the October 4th 

meeting.  

 

 

Meanwhile, beyond the guild walls… 

Catherine Porter and Carol Byrne were with Tom Knisely at his Pennsylvania studio to 
hone their skills.  In June, Marilyn Haas, Karen Vincent and Angela Ball Buxton traveled 
to Whilbey Island, Washington to attend classes with Madelyn van der Hooght at the 
Weavers School. In addition to the fun of the girls’ getaway, they managed to create 
some wonderful samples (see below). 



 



Education Committee News by Carol Byrne  

The following education opportunities are being offered to the Weavers West 

Guild membership: 

Kathleen Bloechl will teach Weaving I on September 25, 26 and 27.  Pam Chumbley will 
teach Weaving 1 on November 20, 21 & 22. 

Marilyn Hass-Haseman will teach Triangle Weaving on Wednesday, October 23 in 
Studio 2 from 9-4 

Robin Bromley will teach Weaving II on November 5,6,12 & 13 from 9-Noon each day.   

Maria Conti will teach Tapestry Weaving on Saturday, November 16 in Studio 2 from 
10-4. 

Laura Lundy will teach Saori Weaving on Wednesday and Thursday, January 8 and 9, 
2020 scheduled for Studio 2. 

There is an Inkle Loom weaving class scheduled to be held on February 25, 26, 27 & 
28, pending Kuentz Construction room closures.   

A Double Weave Study Group will use an Online Workshop from Interweave by Jennifer 
Moore.  The 4-shaft workshop will be offered in October and the 8-shaft workshop will 
be offered in November.   The workshop will be facilitated by Sandy Hughes. For more 
information or to join this study group, please contact Sandy Hughes.Please check the 
flyers and class sign up book for more information.  If you are interested in a class that 
is full, please add your name to the wait list. 

If you are out of town but want to sign up for one of these classes, please contact the 
WW monitor at 623-544-6515 who can give you class details from the class sign up 
book. You can send your check for class fees to Weavers West Guild, PO Box 5114, 
Sun City West, AZ 85376. 

Please check the flyers and class sign up book for more information.  If you are 
interested in a class that is full, please add your name to the wait list.  

Library News:  Deborah Silver taught a class in Split-shed weaving at our guild last 
March of 2019. Now that her book, The Technique of Split-shed Weaving has been 
published, please let our librarian know if you would like this added to our library (we 



have a suggestion box in Studio 1). Those who attended class may want to learn more; 
those who want to learn something new may want to check it out! 

Editor’s Note:  This summer, I had a taste of what it is like to be a 
snowbird, as my husband and I traveled to many states, returning home to 
AZ only briefly to pay bills, do laundry and repack our suitcases for the next 
adventure. We were at the “Jersey Shore”, harbor hopped along Maine’s 
coastline, flew to New York and Chicago (twice!), and California. Here is a 
glimpse of the Halcyon store (thanks for the $uggestion, Melanie). 
 Happy Autumn!  
     Diane Stern, 
    Newsletter Chairperson 

Happy Autumn 




