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Weavers West 
Guild News 

Sun City West, AZ  
November/December 2020

Co-Presidents Concerns: 
Construction of our new studios has been completed and all looms have 
been recalled from members’ homes and from storage. Unfortunately, we 
have a hold up in receiving the official Certificate of Occupancy (COO). The 
reason was due to the County's concerns about the grading and drainage 
in the landscaping area. This needs to be corrected before we receive the 
COO.  This area is located outside the windows of Studio #2.  However, the 
Project Manager has requested a temporary COO so we can get back into 
the room.  We will, of course, let you know what we hear.

Keep in mind that you could help your club by volunteering for a 
Committee.  We have openings for several Committee Chair positions.

We are looking forward to getting into the room and starting to weave 
again.  We set the room up one way, but would be open to any and all 
suggestions once we start to use the Studio.

Diane Conery and Karen Vincent
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Presenting the new officers for 
2021, with hopes you will 
recognize their faces in spite of 
protective masks!   
Front row: Karen Vincent, Co-President and Marcia Steil, Secretary 
Back row:  Pat Conway, Member At Large; Mary Wilder, Co-President; 
Angela Buxton, Vice-President; Kathleen Bloechl, Member At Large

Not pictured:  Melanie Drake, Treasurer; Bonnie Krause, Assistant 
Treasurer
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Presenting…The New Studios  
(subject to rearrangement, open to suggestions for interior design!) 

Entrance,  
Monitor’s 
desk, front 
windows 

  New Reed storage 
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Walking through Studio 1 

             

 

Two views of Studio 2 
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Sunny windows, back exit doors, warping boards 

          (not shown, new classroom— just turn left) 
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If you walk outside the rear entrance and turn around, you can see our new 
studio and new restrooms. A view to the left is the pool. At your back is the 
Wood Shop.  

Crafts Fair Update 
The Crafts fair has been cancelled due to the Covid-19 restrictions on large 
gatherings. The Spring fair is yet to be determined by the Recreation 
Center.  Many of you have created goods specifically for the fair. According 
to Bonnie Benson, coordinator for this event, storage in the weaving studio 
is limited. She requests that you continue to hold your items at home for the 
time being. However, if you want to sell through the Village Store, you may 
contact Barb Wood at ordawg@aol.com. or 480-939-4969. She advises 
that you plan on setting your own prices, knowing that you will realize about 
70% of the sale. Barb will go over the steps you need to take in order to sell 
at the store.  

mailto:ordawg@aol.com
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Library Update 
by Nancy Grunwaldt 

Look for these new books that were purchased this summer for the library! 

The Weaving Explorer by Deborah Jarchow & Gwen W. Steege – Creative 
projects using yarn, paper, wire, and more. 

The Weaver’s Weevil by Rebecca Fox – 22 projects, mostly cotton towels 
to help reduce your stash! 

Untangled: A Crafty Sheep’s Guide to Tapestry Weaving by Rebecca 
Mezoff   -- tips on tapestry weaving using sheep and spider illustrations!  

Woven Scarves by Jane Patrick & Stephanie Flynn Sokolov – 26 designs 
for the rigid heddle loom 

Best of Handwoven Deck the Halls - 20 Projects for Christmas 

Editor’s News  
by Diane Stern  

I asked our membership to send me photos of weaving projects created 
during the quarantine, due to a world-wide pandemic for the novel 
Coronavirus, or Covid-19. Who would have ever imagined that we would be 
working at home for so many months? Who could ever imagine how our 
lives would be changed during this prolonged time period? Our contributors 
are presented in alphabetical order.  

Jeanne Boyd:  

Playing with space on the loom.  
Cranberry one is 100%virgin wool, baby 
mint is 100% acrylic. Based on curtain 
pattern in Handwoven magazine March/
April 2002. 
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Carol Byrne: 

Six scarves from my rayon chenille stash, to be 
sold at the November 2021 SCW Arts and Crafts 
Fair, woven on my 4harness tabletop loom in PA. 

Red Ruana and fabric for a second red ruana were woven 
from my stash for Christmas gifts. I used rayon chenille on my 
4-harness Norwood floor loom in SCW 
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Diane Connery:  

My goal for the summer was to use up as much of my 
stash as possible.  Here is a shoulder bag and some 
washcloths I made. 

Sue Fitzsimons:   

All of my projects were made with the stash off my shelves. 

Sun and Moon placemats made 
from rolled nylon strips I purchased 
at a stash sale.  Woven on my small 
table loom.  
                   

  

Huck lace placemats woven with 
cotton flake. 
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Two saori weavings made into 
origami folded bags. 

 

Two purses made from sampler 
weavings from overshot class and 
double weave class with an inkle 
loom strap.  I vowed to make use   
of leftover projects from years 
ago. 

Triangle shawl woven on the Guild’s triangle loom I checked out for the summer.   
Four triangles were pieced together using variegated yarn. 



11

Barbara-Ann Frederickson: 

Woven on my 36 inch Le Clerc 4 shaft counterbalance loom…   
a hot pink mohair shawl for cooler fall evenings…goose eye and one lone herringbone 
pattern for 7 tea towels - all 8/2 cotton, and a hand towel with natural cotton chenille 
warp.  I’m loving my 9 yard warps 

Nancy Grunwaldt: 

This summer I made 2 sets of Krokbragd mug rugs on my table loom in Wisconsin. 
They were supposed to be for the Craft Fair in November – maybe Spring???   
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Char Heins: 

This is made on my Fair Loom in Longmont ,CO which is a large old time loom made by 
Sears.  I will sell rugs, placemats, towels, and table runners shown here, at a sale in CO 

next fall, since it was canceled this year. I may 
have looked at patterns to get ideas and adjusted 
as I warped the items, but did not use a specific 
pattern.  Fabrics used were given to me or I 
bought here and there. 

I signed up for two dyeing classes in SCW, but 
actually didn’t take either one of them.  However,  
I did receive the dye and instructions. About a 
year later, I did the ice dyeing in my back yard 
with cotton fabric I bought at Good Will in SCW. I 
also dyed a linen tablecloth, which turned out 
good, I like the one shown (below) better.  
Eventually, I plan to weave some place mats with 
the dyed material. 	
 

There was some fabric I had made using the end of a warp (home loom in SCW).  I 
brought the piece back to Colorado, wondering what to make out of it.  My 
granddaughter wanted clothes for an American Girl doll. After making one outfit, it gave 
me an idea how to use this fabric I had just sitting.  So using a doll pattern, I came up 
with this dress.  The dress was sleeveless so added the sleeves from another pattern 
and it all came together.  The doll has not complained yet!  
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Mary Jones:   
    
Woven on my Norwood floor loom, these projects, left,  
are waiting for the serger and final finishing. 

          Peggy Marshall: 

            Using my 4 shaft Schacht table loom,  I wove 
            placemats, from a pattern viewed on Pinterest.


Mug Rugs-Motion W in doubleweave pickup for 
my Badger fans. 

My little “Tom Knisely” working the loom! He 
finished off the warp. 
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Debbie Morales: 

The first picture of towels was woven in the sumac 
pattern. Barbara Wolf gave me this pattern when I 
was a new Weaver. It's my favorite pattern!  

I wanted to use up my carpet warp, so that is what I used for this project.  I am weaving 
hand towels for my bathroom. The first weft was a cotton, 3/2.  I made a second towel 
with a doubled carpet warp weft and the towel I am currently working on is a 3/2 
weft. Before I worked on these towels, I tied on to a previous warp and wove placemats 
for my daughter, with a yarn weft.  That was back in April, when Covid all began.  She 
has those placemats, back in Illinois.

The second picture is of four 
towels that I wove, in 
Wisconsin, for my kitchens, 
two for here and two towels 
stayed in Wisconsin. I used a 
3/2 Cotton Warp and 5/2, for 
the weft.  This pattern was 
taken from Weaver's Craft 
magazine, and are called 
Fiesta Towels.  
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Pat O’Neil: 

Woven on my Schacht MW… A 20 yard warp 
= 18 dish towels 

	

Hand-spun, handwoven scraps from Laura Lundy’s Saori class 
made into espadrilles. 		

An inexpensive way to display woven 
scarves, samples, scraps … magnetic 
poster frames, right. 

     

 Marcia Steil: 

      I wove baby blankets made for my great grandchildren, born in July! 
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Diane Stern: 
I set out to make a tunic, based on the pattern “Olive 
Garden Tunic” in Weave-Knit-Wear by Judith Shangold, 
using variegated pima cotton bought in Maine.  After 
completing the first panel on a rigid heddle loom, I had to 
release the loom to another member, as we suddenly 
closed the studios. I went home with a table loom, thinking 
I would make the best of it. The texture of the panel woven 
on the rigid heddle did not work with the panels produced 
on the table loom, and I did not like the darker teal color. 
Disgusted, I put the project away for months. Later, I 
decided to adapt the rigid heddle panel to the design 
featured in an e-mail from GIST Yarn & Fiber, the Silk Noil 

Infinity Scarf. 

Finally, with the remaining skein, I used the handles 
on the kitchen cabinets to wind the warp, in lieu of a 
warping board. Since I was short just a small 
amount of ends, I added white cotton to make 
stripes. I used the darker teal for the sleeves. The 
finished tunic is a bit big on me, but layers well.  

By summer, I became a custodian of a Kromski 
rigid heddle. I used lavender tencel for the warp 
and alternated picks of tencel with variegated 
bamboo I had bought in New York a few years ago. 
It was woven with plain weave. The result is a scarf 
(not quite 60”) with a silky feel, that drapes well. I 
used a stronger beat at the edges to make a stripe 

of the bamboo more visible. Since the warp ends did not match the main color, I added 
weft to the twisted fringe. (Instructions on line from Handwoven Magazine, “Better Ways 
of Twisting Fringe”.)  
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Karen Vincent: 

The log cabin pattern is a placemat.  I used the  
Atwater-Bronson pattern make a lace table 
runner.   

Barb Wood: 
I made towels on my Rigid 
Heddle loom during our time in 
Show Low. The fiber is 8/4 
unmercerized Brassard cotton in 
3 colors and the pattern is just 
plain weave working with the 3 
colors.It weaves beautifully! I also 
made wash cloths for the fair with 
leftover carpet warp in my stash 
and used the pattern that Bonnie 
provided. 
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Editor’s Final Note by Diane Stern 

With 2020 nearing its last month, we recognize the blessing we are thankful 
for. Many of us are grateful that we are retired and not facing being laid off 
or working from home during this period of quarantine. As you have just 
read, so many of us have creative outlets to help us cope. We have our 
beautiful homes and community, family (even if contact is by Zoom or 
FaceTime). Hopefully, we have our health, or health issues that can be 
reasonably dealt with. 2021 promises a vaccine, with a return to life as we 
knew it. In closing, I wish you all Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Chanukah, 
Merry Christmas and a very healthy, Happy New Year!  


